












others due to famil ial and genetic factors. Thi s resu lts in the need not only for substance abuse 
and mental health treatment and supports for the parent but also signi ficant prevention and 
intervention by the substance abuse and mental health provider for the ch ildren in these homes. 
Recent national attention has been directed to studying and making changes in the law related to 
thi s issue. 

The Substance Abuse. Mental Hcalth and Child Welfare and Comm unity-Hased Care Program 
Offices have agreed to a Policy Working Agreement that will outline collaboration initiat ives at 
the state policy level. as well as basic expeclations that communities will use to develop local 
cooperat ive agreements. This Policy Working Agreement addresses mutual goals, service 
integration and working relationships among key partners related to indivi duals who arc 
substance involved or ha ve mental health needs and who are child wel fare cl ients. The 
agreeme.nt. not only includes the .. ch ild welfare, mental · health and substance abuse services · 
provided by, or under contract with. the department. but al so em braces other depaI1mental 
programs, publ ic health. the court systems, fa mil ics, and other critical partners and community 
stakeho lders. From this document, the districi/region Child Wel fare and Community-Based Care 
and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Program O ffices wi ll jointl y draft a cooperative 
agreement with the parti cipation of local stakeholders. 

Where foster care and related services arc provided under contract \vith community-based care 
lead agencies. the Child Welfare and Communil y-Based Care, Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Program Offices wi ll have cooperative agreements and operating procedures with the 
participatio n of these lead agencies to carry out the intent of this Pol icy Working Agreement. 

III, GOALS 

The parties to the agreement must strive fo r success in accompli sh ing the fo llowing goals: 

a. To protect and ensure the sa fety of children: 
b. To prevent and remed iate the consequences of substance abuse and mental healih issues for 

famili es involved in child welfare or at risk of being involved in child welfare by reducing 
alcohol and drug use and reducing symptoms of psychiatric di sorders; 

c . To plan for fam ily preservation and/of permanency t.hrough strengthened engagement of 
famil ies and improved teaming amon g the invo lved professionals; and 

d. To support fam ili es in recovery with su bstance abuse and mental health issues. 

IV, TERMS OF AGREEMENT 

The terms of this agreement cover procedures for initial contact, on-going contact, cross system 
communication, confidentia li ty, train ing and evaluation . Terms substantially track the key 
elements (domains) essential fo r a systems approach 10 serving substance-involved famil ies and 
fam ilies with serious mental health issues in the Child Welfare system outli ned in SUBSTANCE 
ABUSE AND MENTAL HI:ALTI-! SERVICES SPECIAL CONSIDERATION TO ENSURE 
INTEGRAtiON WITH COMMUNITY-BASED CARE. The parties also agree to implement. as 
applicable, the products of the in-depth technical assistance work plan . 
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